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Every Christian woman is called to live confidently 
in her identity—known, free, and loved in Christ. 

Designed to assist women of any age as they study 
God’s Word, the CSB Lifeway Women’s Bible will 
inspire you to laugh, grow, and worship alongside 
your community. It includes an in-depth collection 
of inspirational articles, devotional commentary, 
study tools, and other Bible reading helps from 
prominent voices in the Lifeway Women commu-
nity. As you explore God’s Word, your life will be 
changed, inevitably affecting those around you, 

impacting lives one woman at a time. 

ABOUT THE BIBLE

CSBLifewayWomensBible.com
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	– Over 100 articles placed alongside the 
corresponding biblical text to foster deep 
reflection on Bible passages and topics 
focused on the life needs of women

	– Nearly 100 short devotional thoughts 
placed throughout the Bible 

	– Bible genre introductions with a short 
overview and reading plan highlighting 
key passages in that section

	– 66 book-focused introductions provid-
ing a concise overview with book-specific 
timelines

	– Over 40 character profiles of key women 
in the Bible with questions for application

	– More than 35 reflection questions to help 
women engage more deeply with the 
Bible

	– Nearly 100 brief inspirational quotes on 
the Bible  

The CSB Lifeway Women’s Bible features the highly readable, highly reliable 
text of the Christian Standard Bible® (CSB). The CSB captures the Bible’s 
original meaning without sacrificing clarity, making it easier to engage with 

Scripture’s life-transforming message and to share it with others.

	– Over 25 word studies on individual words 
or phrases detailing meaning and signif-
icance

	– 30 plus charts, tables, and maps  

	– Distinctive full-color design elements to 
foster an immersive reading experience 
for women of all ages

	– Two-column text layout 

	– Black-letter text for easy readability 

	– Easy-to-read 9.5-point type size

	– Durable Smyth-sewn lay-flat binding 

	– Ribbon marker for easy referencing 
between pages 

	– Concordance

	– Presentation page for gift-giving 

	– Full-color maps

Including Bible study and devotional content from Lauren Chandler​, ​Gloria 
Furman, Lisa Harper, Mary Kassian, Kelly King, Kelly Minter, Trillia Newbell, 
Jackie Hill Perry, Angel Thomas Pharr, Jennifer Rothschild, Mary Jo Sharp, 

Priscilla Shirer, Angie Smith, and other Lifeway Women.

FEATURES
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We are Lifeway Women.

We are daughters, first and foremost—children of the King. We bear 
the image of our Father. We are sisters, too, part of the family of God, 
the Bride of Christ.

We have been called out of the darkness and into His marvelous 
light. God has placed us here for such a time as this.

We pray alone and in community, believing God hears and cares 
for His children. We laugh, grow, and worship alongside our fellow 
image bearers. We make disciples and teach them to observe the 
commands of Christ.

We study the Bible—the inspired Word of God—faithfully. We believe 
God’s Word is profitable for teaching and training in righteousness. 
We believe it is living and active.

INTRODUCTION TO THE

“For the word of God is living and effective and sharper than 
any double-edged sword, penetrating as far as the separa-
tion of soul and spirit, joints and marrow. It is able to judge the 

thoughts and intentions of the heart.”

HEBREWS 4:12
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Lifeway Women believes in the power of God’s Word to change 
the world. We strive to work together in our mission to help 
women thrive, today and in the future. We design experiences 
that fuel ministry and simplify the path to spiritual growth. We 
provide resources and events for churches and women as they 

make disciples. 

The Bible you are holding came about because we believe the experience of 
reading God’s Word is enriched by the company of fellow believers who provide 
insight and perspective. Over the years, we’ve learned from the teaching of 
our fellow sisters, growing together toward Christlikeness. We’ve listened and 
we’ve read from these pages of Scripture.

We wanted to share some of those teachings with you in an easy-to-access 
format. Throughout this Bible, you’ll see word studies, articles, reflection ques-
tions, book introductions, and biographies. We hope that each feature enhances 
your reading of the Bible.

You’ll read from Bible teachers, scholars, and women just like you, sisters in 
Christ seeking to know God more through the reading of His Word. We are 
sinful, broken writers and speakers. We’re moms trying to figure out what’s for 
dinner, businesswomen navigating meetings and leadership, Sunday School 
teachers cramming to read this week’s lesson before class, and human beings 
who are trying to live out the fruit of the Spirit in a fallen world.

We never want our words to be elevated to the place of His. We hope these 
features instead point you to the inerrant Word of God, that they help provide 
understanding as you read Scripture, and that they help provide knowledge 
of God. Our prayer for this Bible is that it serves as a catalyst in your walk with 
Christ. We pray our insufficient words highlight His sufficiency. We pray you’ll 
find life—abundant life, eternal life—in these pages.

Thank you for reading and studying Scripture. We feel enormously privileged 
to learn alongside you.

6



ACCURATE. READABLE. SHAREABLE.

The Christian Standard Bible presents the truth of God’s Word with accuracy and clarity for 
today’s readers, equipping them for lifelong discipleship. It’s a Bible you can teach from 
with confidence and a Bible you can share with your neighbor who is hearing God’s Word 
for the very first time.

THE CSB WAS CREATED TO HELP MORE 
PEOPLE READ AND UNDERSTAND THE 
WORD OF GOD. 

LEARN MORE AT CSBIBLE.COM

Bible translations shown in the top half of the chart are original translations 
directly from ancient languages to English. Versions shown below the line 

began with the English text of another Bible translation.

OPTIMAL EQUIVALENCE

The CSB was created using Optimal Equivalence, a translation philosophy that pursues 
both linguistic precision to the original languages and readability in contemporary English.

In the many places throughout Scripture where a word-for-word rendering is clearly 
understandable, a literal translation is used. When a word-for-word rendering might obscure 
the meaning for a modern audience, a more dynamic translation is used. This process 
assures that both the words and thoughts contained in the original text are conveyed as 
accurately as possible for today’s readers.
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Features
• Bible genre introductions with a short overview and reading plan highlighting key 

passages in that section
• Nearly 100 brief, inspirational quotes on the Bible
• More than 25 word studies on individual words or phrases detailing meaning and 

significance
• 30 plus charts, tables, and maps

God Keeps His Promises
Priscilla Shirer

After telling the Israelites about the call and promises of God, Joshua 
reminded them how God protects and brings to pass His own promis-
es. Consider the progression of Joshua 24:4–12:

 ⬤ He protected the seed of Abraham so as to preserve the lineage 
and inheritance of Jacob (v. 4).

 ⬤ He protected the seed of Jacob even while in the captivity of 
 Pharaoh, and He delivered them out of his hand (v. 5). 

 ⬤ He continued protecting the children of Jacob/Israel by dividing 
the Red Sea when the angry Egyptians pursued them relentlessly. 
The very waters that were Israel’s guard became Egypt’s grave 
(vv. 6–7). 

 ⬤ He gave the Amorites into their hand and allowed them to take 
possession of their enemy’s land (v. 8). 

 ⬤ He turned the curse of Balaam into a blessing and delivered them 
from Balaam’s hand (vv. 9–10). 

 ⬤ He enabled them to safely cross the Jordan and escape from and 
conquer their enemies at Jericho (v. 11). 

 ⬤ He sent the hornet before the army of Israel into the territory of 
the Amorites to drive out the kings and conquer them in battle 
(v. 12).

The list of how God protects His promises goes on and on! God keeps 
His promises in spite of our sin, our complaints, and the roadblocks we 
put up. He is faithful to perform that which He has promised.
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Author
David is mentioned in the titles of seventy-three psalms.  
Twelve psalms are ascribed to Asaph and ten to “the sons of 
Korah.” Other named authors are Moses, Solomon, Heman, 
and Ethan. Fifty psalms are anonymous, although Jewish 
 tradition assigns some of these to Ezra. 

Date
The oldest psalm, Psalm 90, is that of Moses (1400s BC). The larg-
est group was composed during the Davidic era (1010–970 BC). 
The final compilation probably occurred during the time of Ezra 
and Nehemiah (458–430 BC). Psalm 137 may have been the last 
psalm composed.

Big Picture
God, the true and glorious King, is worthy of all praise, thanks-
giving, and confidence—whatever the occasion in personal or 
community life.

Summary 
The book of Psalms is subdivided into five smaller books—
Psalms 1–41, Psalms 42–72, Psalms 73–89, Psalms 90–106, 
Psalms 107–150—each ending with a doxology. The Psalter con-
tains hymns, laments, songs of thanksgiving, royal psalms, en-
thronement psalms, penitential psalms, and wisdom psalms. 
Nine psalms are alphabetical, being built on successive letters 
of the Hebrew alphabet. A number of psalms are  messianic 
and look to the New Testament for their ful fillment in the life 
and death of Jesus. Psalm 1 sets the tone for the whole Psalter 
by presenting two ways of life and the outcome of each. Psalm 
23 contains some of the most recognized words from the Bible 
and presents the Lord as the Shepherd who provides, guides, 
and cares for His sheep. Psalm 51 is a psalm of forgiveness and 
cleansing after falling into sin. In Psalm 119, the longest psalm, 
almost every verse contains a reference to God’s Word.

Key Verses
Psalm 23:1  “The Lord is my shepherd; I have what I need.”
Psalm 150:6  “Let everything that breathes praise the Lord.  

Hallelujah!”

Timeline
Hymn to the Creator of the 

Heavens and the Earth, 
Ebla 3000–2000 

Abraham 2166–1991
Lament for Ur,  

Sumerian 2000–1500
Hymn to Ishtar,  

Sumero-Akkadian 1600
Hymns to Amun, Egypt 1550–1350

Moses 1526–1406
Psalm 90, a prayer of 

Moses the man of God
Rig Veda, a collection of over 
1,000 hymns in Sanskrit 1500

Hymn of Amenhotep II, 
Egypt 1450–1425

“Hymn to the Sun,” 
Akhenaten 1375–1358

David 1050?–970
73 psalms of David, 14 of which 
are tied to events in David’s life

Solomon 990–931
Babylonian music makes 

use of five-tone and seven-
tone scales. 800–700

Greek poet Hesiod writes 
the Theogony, the oldest 

surviving account of the origin 
of the Greek gods. 700

Babylonians invade the southern 
kingdom on three occasions. 

Each time Judeans are taken to 
Babylon as exiles. 605, 597, 586

Cyrus’s decree allows return 
of Jews from exile 538

Latest of the psalms are 
composed, including Psalm 137.  

These reflect Israel’s exile 
and restoration. 400

3000 bc
1500 bc

1000 bc
500 bc

Psalms
Introduction to

700 bc
800 bc

400 bc
2000 bc
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• Over 100 articles placed alongside the 
corresponding biblical text to foster 
deep reflection on Bible passages 
and topics focused on the life needs 
of women

• 66 book-focused introductions 
providing a concise overview 

with book-specific timelines
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 them  to wor ship  the  L ord  our  God.  We  will  not  know  what  we  will  use 
 to wor ship  the  L ord un til  we  get  there.”

27  But  the  L ord hard ened Pha raoh’s  heart,  and  he  was un will ing  to 
 let  them  go. 28 Pha raoh  said  to  him, “ Leave  me!  Make  sure  you nev er  see 
 my  face  again,  for  on  the  day  you  see  my  face,  you  will  die.”

29 “ As  you  have  said,” Mo ses re plied, “ I  will nev er  see  your  face 
 again.”

The Tenth Plague: Death of the Firstborn

11  The  L ord  said a  to Mo ses, “ I  will  bring  one  more  plague  on Pha raoh 
 and  on  Egypt. Af ter  that,  he  will  let  you  go  from  here.  When  he  lets 

 you  go, b  he  will  drive  you  out  of  here. 2  Now an nounce  to  the peo ple 
 that  both  men  and wom en  should  ask  their neigh bors  for sil ver  and 
 gold items.” 3  The  L ord  gave c  the peo ple fa vor  with  the Egyp tians.  In 
ad di tion, Mo ses him self  was  very high ly re gard ed d  in  the  land  of  Egypt 
 by e Pha raoh’s of i cials  and  the peo ple.

4  So Mo ses  said, “ This  is  what  the  L ord  says:  About mid night  I  will 
 go through out  Egypt, 5  and ev ery first born  male  in  the  land  of  Egypt 
 will  die,  from  the first born  of Pha raoh  who  sits  on  his  throne  to  the 
first born  of  the ser vant  girl  who  is  at  the grindstones,  as  well  as ev ery 
first born  of  the live stock. 6  Then  there  will  be  a  great  cry  of an guish 
 through  all  the  land  of  Egypt  such  as nev er  was be fore  or  ever  will  be 
 again. 7  But  against  all  the Is ra el ites, wheth er peo ple  or an i mals,  not 
 even  a  dog  will snarl, f  so  that  you  may  know  that  the  L ord  makes  a 
dis tinc tion be tween  Egypt  and Is ra el. 8  All  these of i cials  of  yours  will 
 come  down  to  me  and  bow be fore  me, say ing:  Get  out,  you  and  all  the 
peo ple  who fol low  you. g Af ter  that,  I  will  get  out.”  And  he  went  out 
 from Pha raoh’s pres ence fierce ly an gry.

9  The  L ord  said  to Mo ses, “Pha raoh  will  not lis ten  to  you,  so  that  my 
won ders  may  be mul ti plied  in  the  land  of  Egypt.” 10 Mo ses  and Aar on 
 did  all  these won ders be fore Pha raoh,  but  the  L ord hard ened Pha raoh’s 
 heart,  and  he  would  not  let  the Is ra el ites  go  out  of  his  land.

Instructions for the Passover

12  The  L ord  said  to Mo ses  and Aar on  in  the  land  of  Egypt, 2 “ This 
 month  is  to  be  the be gin ning  of  months  for  you;  it  is  the  first 

 month  of  your  year. 3  Tell  the  whole com mu ni ty  of Is ra el  that  on  the 
 tenth  day  of  this  month  they  must  each se lect  an an i mal  of  the  flock ac­
cord ing  to  their fa thers’ fam i lies,  one an i mal  per fam i ly. 4  If  the house­
hold  is  too  small  for  a  whole an i mal,  that per son  and  the neigh bor 
near est  his  house  are  to se lect  one  based  on  the com bined num ber  of 
peo ple;  you  should apportion  the an i mal ac cord ing  to  what  each  will 
 eat. 5  You  must  have  an un blem ished an i mal,  a year­old  male;  you  may 
 take  it  from ei ther  the  sheep  or  the  goats. 6  You  are  to  keep  it un til  the 
four teenth  day  of  this  month;  then  the  whole as sem bly  of  the com mu­
ni ty  of Is ra el  will slaugh ter  the an i mals  at twi light. 7  They  must  take 
 some  of  the  blood  and  put  it  on  the  two door posts  and  the lintel  of  the 
hous es  where  they  eat  them. 8  They  are  to  eat  the  meat  that  night;  they 
 should  eat  it, roast ed  over  the  fire  along  with un leav ened  bread  and 
bit ter  herbs. 9  Do  not  eat  any  of  it  raw  or  cooked  in boil ing h wa ter,  but 
 only roast ed  over  fire  —   its  head  as  well  as  its  legs  and in ner organs. 
10  You  must  not  leave  any  of  it un til morn ing;  any  part  of  it  left un til 

a 11:1 Or had said   b 11:1 Or go, it will be finished —   c 11:3 Or had given    
d 11:3 Lit was very great   e 11:3 Or in the eyes of   f 11:7 Lit point its tongue    
g 11:8 Lit people at your feet   h 12:9 Or or boiled at all in
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Exodus 10–12

For Further 
Reflection
Priscilla Shirer
The children of Israel 
exhibited faith and 
received divine 
protection as a result. 
Answer the following 
questions after reading 
Exodus 11:4–7 and 
12:5–7,13, which told 
them what they were 
to do.

1. How were the 
people to demonstrate 
confidence in God?

2. How would they be 
protected as a result of 
their obedience?

3. Is there an instance 
from your own 
experience in which 
you felt specifically 
protected by God as a 
result of having acted 
in faith? If so, explain.

02_exodus.indd   9302_exodus.indd   93 15/10/2021   08.2915/10/2021   08.29

 for  he  lives  up  to  his  name: a  His  name  means ‘stu pid,’  and stu pid i ty  is 
 all  he  knows. b  I,  your ser vant,  didn’t  see  my  lord’s  young  men  whom 
 you  sent. 26  Now  my  lord,  as sure ly  as  the  L ord  lives  and  as  you your­
self  live—  it  is  the  L ord  who  kept  you  from participating  in blood shed 
 and aveng ing your self  by  your  own  hand— may  your en e mies  and 
 those  who in tend  to  harm  my  lord  be  like Na bal. 27  Let  this  gift  your 
ser vant  has  brought  to  my  lord  be giv en  to  the  young  men  who fol low 
 my  lord. 28  Please for give  your ser vant’s of ense,  for  the  L ord  is cer tain 
 to  make  a last ing dy nas ty  for  my  lord be cause  he  fights  the  L ord’ s bat­
tles. Through out  your  life,  may  evil c  not  be  found  in  you.

29 “Some one  is pur su ing  you  and in tends  to  take  your  life.  My  lord’s 
 life  is  tucked safe ly  in  the  place d  where  the  L ord  your  God pro tects  the 
liv ing,  but  he  is fling ing  away  your en e mies’  lives  like  stones  from  a 
 sling. 30  When  the  L ord  does  for  my  lord  all  the  good  he prom ised  you 
 and ap points  you rul er  over Is ra el, 31  there  will  not  be re morse  or  a 
trou bled con science  for  my  lord be cause  of need less blood shed  or  my 
 lord’s re venge.  And  when  the  L ord  does  good  things  for  my  lord,  may 
 you re mem ber  me  your ser vant.”

32  Then Da vid  said  to Ab i gail, “ Blessed  be  the  L ord  God  of Is ra el,  who 
 sent  you  to  meet  me to day! 33  May  your dis cern ment  be  blessed,  and 
 may  you  be  blessed. To day  you  kept  me  from participating  in blood­
shed  and aveng ing my self  by  my  own  hand. 34 Oth er wise,  as sure ly  as 
 the  L ord  God  of Is ra el  lives,  who pre vent ed  me  from harm ing  you,  if 
 you  had  not  come quick ly  to  meet  me, Na bal  wouldn’t  have  had  any 
 males e  left  by morn ing  light.” 35  Then Da vid ac cept ed  what  she  had 
 brought  him  and  said, “ Go  home  in  peace.  See,  I  have  heard  what  you 
 said  and  have grant ed  your re quest.”

36  Then Ab i gail  went  to Na bal,  and  there  he  was  in  his  house, hold­
ing  a  feast  fit  for  a  king. Na bal’s  heart  was cheer ful, f  and  he  was  very 
 drunk,  so  she  didn’t  say any thing g  to  him un til morn ing  light.

37  In  the morn ing  when Na bal sobered  up, h  his  wife  told  him  about 
 these  events.  His  heart  died i  and  he be came  a  stone. 38  About  ten  days 
lat er,  the  L ord  struck Na bal  dead.

a 25:25 Lit for as is his name is, so he is   b 25:25 Lit and foolishness is with him   
c 25:28 Or trouble   d 25:29 Lit bundle   e 25:34 Lit had anyone urinating against 
a wall   f 25:36 Lit Nabal’s heart was good on him   g 25:36 Lit anything at all    
h 25:37 Lit when the wine had gone out of Nabal   i 25:37 Lit Then his heart died 
within him

Character Profile · Abigail · (1 Samuel 25)
Kelly D. King
The prophet Samuel had just died, Saul is still king of Israel, but it was widely known David was 
the heir apparent. Abigail—described as beautiful, discerning, and wise—was married to Nabal, 
known for his foolishness and hardness of heart. In a probable arranged marriage, Abigail re-
mained faithful despite Nabal’s poor decisions that led to her story of intervention. Nabal refused 
to show hospitality and kindness to David and his army. Abigail de-escalated David’s anger, 
impending conflict, and bloodshed with a generous gift of food as well as by assuming the guilt 
for Nabal’s miserly heart. Her eloquent speech in verses 24–31 is the longest given by a woman in 
the Old Testament and resulted in a display of peaceful conflict resolution. Following the death of 
Nabal, shortly after her actions, David married Abigail. Their son must have borne a striking re-
semblance to David, as Chileab (2Sm 3:3) means “the perfection of the father.” Abigail’s character 
and model of mediation is a reminder that Christ is the chief Mediator for all our sins: “For there is 
one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus” (1Tm 2:5).

 ⬤ How can you show wisdom in the midst of handling conflict between others?

 ⬤ How can your words and generosity defuse a contentious circumstance?

419
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 the  L ord  called Sam uel.  He  got  up,  went  to  Eli,  and  said, “ Here  I  am;  you 
 called  me.”

 Then  Eli un der stood  that  the  L ord  was call ing  the  boy. 9  He  told Sam­
uel, “ Go  and  lie  down.  If  he  calls  you,  say, ‘ Speak,  L ord,  for  your ser vant 
 is lis ten ing.’ ”  So Sam uel  went  and  lay  down  in  his  place.

10  The  L ord  came,  stood  there,  and  called  as be fore, “Sam uel, Sam­
uel! ”

Sam uel re spond ed, “ Speak,  for  your ser vant  is lis ten ing.”
11  The  L ord  said  to Sam uel, “ I  am  about  to  do some thing  in Is ra el 

 that  will  cause ev ery one  who  hears  about  it  to shud der. a 12  On  that  day 
 I  will car ry  out  against  Eli ev ery thing  I  said  about  his fam i ly,  from be­
gin ning  to  end. 13  I  told  him  that  I  am go ing  to  judge  his fam i ly for ev­
er be cause  of  the in iq ui ty  he  knows  about:  his  sons  are curs ing  God, b 
 and  he  has  not  stopped  them. 14 There fore,  I  have  sworn  to  Eli’s fam i ly: 
 The in iq ui ty  of  Eli’s fam i ly  will nev er  be  wiped  out  by ei ther sac ri fice 
 or of er ing.”

15 Sam uel  lay  down un til  the morn ing;  then  he  opened  the  doors  of 
 the  L ord’ s  house.  He  was  afraid  to  tell  Eli  the vi sion, 16  but  Eli  called  him 
 and  said, “Sam uel,  my  son.”

“ Here  I  am,” an swered Sam uel.
17 “ What  was  the mes sage  he  gave  you? ”  Eli  asked. “ Don’t  hide  it 

 from  me.  May  God pun ish  you  and  do  so se vere ly  if  you  hide any thing 
 from  me  that  he  told  you.” 18  So Sam uel  told  him ev ery thing  and  did 
 not  hide any thing  from  him.  Eli re spond ed, “ He  is  the  L ord.  Let  him  do 
 what  he  thinks  is  good.”

19 Sam uel  grew.  The  L ord  was  with  him,  and  he ful filled ev ery thing 
Sam uel proph e sied. c 20  All Is ra el  from  Dan  to Be er­she ba  knew  that 
Sam uel  was  a con firmed proph et  of  the  L ord. 21  The  L ord con tin ued  

4  to ap pear  in Shi loh, be cause  there  he re vealed him self  to Sam uel 
 by  his  word. 1  And Sam uel’s  words  came  to  all Is ra el.

The Ark Captured by the Philistines
Is ra el  went  out  to  meet  the Phi lis tines  in bat tle  and d  camped  at Eb en e­
zer  while  the Phi lis tines  camped  at  Aphek. 2  The Phi lis tines  lined  up  in 
bat tle for ma tion  against Is ra el,  and  as  the bat tle in ten si fied, Is ra el  was 
de feat ed  by  the Phi lis tines,  who  struck  down  about  four thou sand  men 
 on  the bat tle field.

a 3:11 Lit about it, his two ears will tingle ; Hb obscure    
b 3:13 LXX, Old Lat; MT reads them   c 3:19 Lit he let none of his words fall to the 
ground   d 4:1 LXX reads In those days the Philistines gathered together to fight 
against Israel, and Israel went out to engage them in battle. They

A Closer Look at 1 Samuel 3:1-10
Priscilla Shirer
When the prophet Samuel was only a boy, he worked in the tabernacle of God in Shiloh along-
side Eli the priest. Once, in the dead of night, while Samuel was still in bed, he heard a voice call-
ing out to him. The truths here make my heart pound in gratitude to the Lord for His patience and 
persistence. Samuel lived during an era when hearing God was a “rare” occurrence (1Sm 3:1). 
He would not have been accustomed to the sound of God’s voice. In fact, he may very well have 
never heard it before in his life. He was, after all, only a boy. Still, God spoke again and again, 
accommodating Samuel’s immaturity and lack of experience. And God, being “rich in mercy” 
(Eph 2:4) and knowing our weaknesses, will often pursue us again. And again. And again. He’ll 
graciously give us continued opportunity to detect and discern what He is saying and respond  
in obedience.

387
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Author
This book is named for Esther, the leading character� The 
 author is unknown, but Jewish tradition identifies Mordecai  
as the writer�

Date
Esther was written around 465 BC, and the events in Esther oc-
curred in Persia between the events of Ezra 6 and 7, during the 
years 485 BC to 465 BC�

Big Picture
Esther, a Jewish beauty selected by the Persian king  Ahasuerus 
(Xerxes I) to become his new queen, saved the Jews from Haman’s 
wicked plot, so her relative Mordecai established the yearly Jew-
ish Festival of Purim�

Summary 
The story centers in Susa (Shushan), the winter resort of Persian 
kings� Esther, a beautiful young Jewish woman, was selected 
to replace the queen� She was related to Mordecai, who earli-
er had uncovered a plot to kill King Ahasuerus� Haman, prime 
minister of Persia, was infuriated by Mordecai’s refusal to bow 
to him� So Haman began to plot against Mordecai and all the 
Jews� Haman had the Persian monarch sign a decree for the 
destruction of the Jews� Mordecai called on Esther to approach 
the king� He told Esther that God had placed her in her posi-
tion for such a time as this� Esther risked her life and exposed 
Haman’s plot to the king� Haman was executed, and the king 
issued an edict that the Jews could defend themselves against 
those hostile to them—which they did� An annual feast called 
Purim was established to commemorate and celebrate the 
Jews’ deliverance�

Key Verses
Esther 4:14  “Who knows, perhaps you have come to your 

 royal  position for such a time as this�”
Esther 4:16  “I will go to the king even if it is against the law�  

If I  perish, I perish�”

Timeline
Cyrus’s decree allows return 

of Jews from exile 538
Cyrus is killed in a campaign 

against the Massagetae  
of central Asia and his 

son Cambyses is crowned 
king of Persia� 530

Events in Esther 486–465
Ahasuerus’s 180-day feast; 

Vashti is deposed� 483
Esther becomes queen 

of Persia� 479
Golden Age of Greek art 477–431

At Haman’s request, a royal decree 
is issued for the annihilation of the 

Jews in the Persian Empire� 474
Esther intercedes with 

Ahasuerus for her people� 474
First celebration of Purim 473

Events in Malachi 460
Ezra goes to Jerusalem� 458

Events in Nehemiah 445–430
Jerusalem’s walls are rebuilt under 

Nehemiah’s leadership� 445
Athens is defeated by Sparta, 

second Peloponnesian 
War� 431–404

550 bc
500 bc

400 bc

Esther
Introduction to

450 bc
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Vashti Angers the King

1  These  events  took  place dur ing  the  days  of Ahas u e rus,  who  ruled 
 127 prov inces  from In dia  to  Cush. 2  In  those  days  King Ahas u e rus 

 reigned  from  his roy al  throne  in  the for tress  at  Susa. 3  He  held  a  feast 
 in  the  third  year  of  his  reign  for  all  his of i cials  and  staf,  the  army  of 
Per sia  and Me dia,  the no bles,  and  the of i cials  from  the prov inces. 4  He 
dis played  the glo ri ous  wealth  of  his king dom  and  the mag nif  cent 
splen dor  of  his great ness  for  a to tal  of  180  days.

5  At  the  end  of  this  time,  the  king  held  a week-long ban quet  in  the 
gar den court yard  of  the roy al pal ace  for  all  the peo ple,  from  the great-
est  to  the  least,  who  were pre sent  in  the for tress  of  Susa. 6  White  and 
 blue lin en hang ings  were fas tened  with  fne  white  and pur ple lin en 
 cords  to sil ver  rods  on mar ble a col umns.  Gold  and sil ver couch es  were 
ar ranged  on  a mo sa ic pave ment  of  red feldspar, b mar ble, mother-of-
pearl,  and pre cious  stones.

7  Drinks  were  served  in  an ar ray  of  gold gob lets,  each  with  a dif er-
ent de sign. Roy al  wine  flowed free ly, ac cord ing  to  the  king’s boun ty. 
8  The drink ing  was ac cord ing  to roy al de cree: “ There  are  no re stric-
tions.”  The  king  had or dered ev ery  wine stew ard  in  his house hold  to 
 serve what ev er  each per son want ed. 9  Queen Vash ti  also  gave  a  feast 
 for  the wom en  of  King Ahas u e rus’s pal ace.

10  On  the sev enth  day,  when  the  king  was feel ing  good  from  the  wine, 
Ahas u e rus com mand ed Me hu man, Biz tha, Har bo na, Big tha, Abag tha, 
Ze thar,  and Carkas  —   the sev en eu nuchs  who per son al ly  served  him  
—   11  to  bring  Queen Vash ti be fore  him  with  her roy al  crown.  He want-
ed  to  show  of  her beau ty  to  the peo ple  and  the of i cials, be cause  she 
 was  very beau ti ful. 12  But  Queen Vash ti re fused  to  come  at  the  king’s 
com mand  that  was de liv ered  by  his eu nuchs.  The  king be came fu ri ous 
 and  his an ger  burned with in  him.

The King’s Decree

13  The  king con sult ed  the  wise  men  who un der stood  the  times, c  for  it 
 was  his normal pro ce dure  to con fer  with ex perts  in  law  and jus tice. 
14  The  most trust ed  ones d  were Car she na, She thar, Ad ma tha, Tar-
shish, Me res, Mar se na,  and Me mu can.  They  were  the sev en of i cials 
 of Per sia  and Me dia  who  had per son al ac cess  to  the  king  and oc cu-
pied  the high est po si tions  in  the king dom. 15  The  king  asked, “Ac-
cord ing  to  the  law,  what  should  be  done  with  Queen Vash ti,  since  she 
re fused  to  obey  King Ahas u e rus’s com mand  that  was de liv ered  by 
 the eu nuchs? ”

16 Me mu can  said  in  the pres ence  of  the  king  and  his of i cials, “ Queen 
Vash ti  has  wronged  not  only  the  king,  but  all  the of i cials  and  the peo-
ples  who  are  in ev ery  one  of  King Ahas u e rus’s prov inces. 17  For  the 
 queen’s ac tion  will be come pub lic knowl edge  to  all  the wom en  and 
 cause  them  to de spise  their hus bands  and  say, ‘ King Ahas u e rus or-
dered  Queen Vash ti  brought be fore  him,  but  she  did  not  come.’ 18 Be-
fore  this  day  is  over,  the no ble wom en  of Per sia  and Me dia  who  hear 
 about  the  queen’s  act  will  say  the  same  thing  to  all  the  king’s of i cials, 
resulting  in  more con tempt  and  fury.

19 “ If  it  meets  the  king’s ap prov al,  he  should per son al ly is sue  a roy-
al de cree.  Let  it  be re cord ed  in  the  laws  of  the Per sians  and  the  Medes, 
 so  that  it can not  be re voked: Vash ti  is  not  to en ter  King Ahas u e rus’s 
pres ence,  and  her roy al po si tion  is  to  be giv en  to an oth er wom an  who 

a 1:6 Or alabaster   b 1:6 Or of porphyry   c 1:13 Or understood propitious times   
d 1:14 Lit Those near him
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 is  more wor thy  than  she. 20  The de cree  the  king is sues  will  be  heard 
through out  his  vast king dom,  so  all wom en  will hon or  their hus bands, 
 from  the great est  to  the  least.”

21  The  king  and  his coun sel ors ap proved  the pro pos al,  and  he fol-
lowed Me mu can’s ad vice. 22  He  sent let ters  to  all  the roy al prov inces,  to 
 each prov ince  in  its  own  script  and  to  each ethnic  group  in  its  own lan-
guage,  that ev ery  man  should  be mas ter  of  his  own  house  and  speak  in 
 the lan guage  of  his  own peo ple.

The Search for a New Queen

2  Some  time lat er,  when  King Ahas u e rus’s  rage  had cooled  down, 
 he re mem bered Vash ti,  what  she  had  done,  and  what  was de cid ed 

 against  her. 2  The  king’s per son al at ten dants sug gest ed, “ Let  a  search 
 be  made  for beau ti ful  young vir gins  for  the  king. 3  Let  the  king ap point 
com mis sion ers  in  each prov ince  of  his king dom,  so  that  they  may gath-
er  all  the beau ti ful  young vir gins  to  the har em  at  the for tress  of  Susa. 
 Put  them un der  the su per vi sion  of Heg ai,  the  king’s eu nuch, keep er 
 of  the wom en,  and  give  them  the re quired beau ty treat ments. 4  Then 
 the  young wom an  who pleas es  the  king  will be come  queen in stead  of 
Vash ti.”  This sug ges tion  pleased  the  king,  and  he  did ac cord ing ly.

5  In  the for tress  of  Susa,  there  was  a Jew ish  man  named Mor de cai 
 son  of  Jair,  son  of Shim ei,  son  of  Kish,  a Ben ja min ite. 6  Kish a  had  been 
tak en  into ex ile  from Je ru sa lem  with  the oth er cap tives  when  King 
Neb u chad nez zar  of Bab ylon  took  King Jec o ni ah  of Ju dah  into ex ile. 
7 Mor de cai  was  the le gal guard ian  of  his cous in b Ha das sah ( that  is, Es-
ther), be cause  she  had  no fa ther  or moth er.  The  young wom an  had  a 
beau ti ful fg ure  and  was ex treme ly good-looking.  When  her fa ther  and 
moth er  died, Mor de cai  had adopt ed  her  as  his  own daugh ter.

8  When  the  king’s com mand  and  edict be came pub lic knowl edge 
 and  when  many  young wom en  were gath ered  at  the for tress  of  Susa 
un der Heg ai’s su per vi sion, Es ther  was tak en  to  the pal ace,  into  the su-
per vi sion  of Heg ai, keep er  of  the wom en. 9  The  young wom an  pleased 
 him  and  gained  his fa vor  so  that  he accelerated  the process  of  the 
beau ty treat ments  and  the spe cial  diet  that  she re ceived.  He as signed 
sev en hand-picked fe male ser vants  to  her  from  the pal ace  and trans-
ferred  her  and  her ser vants  to  the har em’s  best quar ters.

a 2:6 Lit He   b 2:7 Lit uncle’s daughter

Character Profile · Esther · (Esther 1–10)
Michelle Hicks
Esther’s story is a powerful reminder that God can bring about new life, redemption, and freedom 
even when it seems impossible� Esther was also called Hadassah� Mordecai, her cousin, was her 
legal guardian after her parents’ death (2:5–7)� Due to the Babylonian exile, Esther lived in Persia 
during the reign of King Ahasuerus (486–465 BC)� She was young and beautiful�

After being taken to the palace as part of the king’s harem (2:8), she became queen� Esther 
didn’t have much say about how her life unfolded, but she was brave and a woman of  character� 
She risked execution in order to protect her people—God’s people, the Jewish nation� What Mor-
decai asked her to do could have been her end (4:14), but she rested in God’s providence� God 
used someone who, due to gender, culture, and circumstance, was invisible and powerless, and 
God made her an instrument of His redemptive love at work in spite of the sins of humanity� As a 
result, God’s people were saved, and the Festival of Purim continues to celebrate His saving power 
recorded in the book of Esther (Est 9)�

 ⬤ What are some ways God has invited you to join Him in His work?

 ⬤ How will you look for opportunities to serve Him today?
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10 Es ther  did  not re veal  her ethnicity  or  her fam i ly back ground, be-
cause Mor de cai  had or dered  her  not  to  make  them  known. 11 Ev ery  day 
Mor de cai  took  a  walk  in  front  of  the har em’s court yard  to  learn  how 
Es ther  was do ing  and  to  see  what  was hap pen ing  to  her.

12 Dur ing  the  year be fore  each  young wom an’s  turn  to  go  to  King 
Ahas u e rus,  the har em reg u la tion re quired  her  to re ceive beau ty treat-
ments  with  oil  of  myrrh  for  six  months  and  then  with per fumes  and 
cos met ics  for an oth er  six  months. 13  When  the  young wom an  would 
 go  to  the  king,  she  was giv en what ev er  she re quest ed  to  take  with  her 
 from  the har em  to  the pal ace. 14  She  would  go  in  the eve ning,  and  in  the 
morn ing  she  would re turn  to  a sec ond har em un der  the su per vi sion  of 
 the  king’s eu nuch Sha ash gaz, keep er  of  the con cu bines.  She nev er  went 
 to  the  king  again, un less  he de sired  her  and sum moned  her  by  name.

Esther Becomes Queen

15 Es ther  was  the daugh ter  of Ab i hail,  the un cle  of Mor de cai  who  had 
adopt ed  her  as  his  own daugh ter.  When  her  turn  came  to  go  to  the 
 king,  she  did  not  ask  for any thing ex cept  what Heg ai,  the  king’s eu-
nuch, keep er  of  the wom en, sug gest ed. Es ther  gained fa vor  in  the  eyes 
 of ev ery one  who  saw  her.

16  She  was tak en  to  King Ahas u e rus  in  the pal ace  in  the  tenth  month, 
 the  month Te beth,  in  the sev enth  year  of  his  reign. 17  The  king  loved Es-
ther  more  than  all  the oth er wom en.  She  won  more fa vor  and ap prov al 
 from  him  than  did  any  of  the oth er vir gins.  He  placed  the roy al  crown 
 on  her  head  and  made  her  queen  in  place  of Vash ti. 18  The  king  held 
 a  great ban quet  for  all  his of i cials  and  staf.  It  was Es ther’s ban quet. 
 He  freed  his prov inces  from  tax pay ments  and  gave  gifts wor thy  of  the 
 king’s boun ty.

Mordecai Saves the King

19  When  the vir gins  were gath ered  a sec ond  time, Mor de cai  was sit ting 
 at  the  King’s  Gate. 20 Es ther  still  did  not re veal  her fam i ly back ground 
 or  her ethnicity,  as Mor de cai  had di rect ed.  She  obeyed Mor de cai’s or-
ders,  as  she al ways  had  while  he  raised  her.

21 Dur ing  those  days  while Mor de cai  was sit ting  at  the  King’s  Gate, 
Big than  and Te resh,  two  of  the  king’s eu nuchs  who guard ed  the en-
trance, be came in fu ri at ed  and  planned  to as sas si nate a  King Ahas u-
e rus. 22  When Mor de cai  learned  of  the  plot,  he re port ed  it  to  Queen 
Es ther,  and  she  told  the  king  on Mor de cai’s be half. 23  When  the re port 
 was in ves ti gat ed  and ver i fed,  both  men  were  hanged  on  the gal lows. 
 This event  was re cord ed  in  the His tor i cal Rec ord  in  the  king’s pres-
ence.

Haman’s Plan to Kill the Jews

3 Af ter  all  this  took  place,  King Ahas u e rus hon ored Ha man,  son  of 
Ham me da tha  the Ag ag ite.  He pro mot ed  him  in  rank  and  gave  him 

 a high er po si tion  than  all  the oth er of i cials. 2  The en tire roy al  staf  at 
 the  King’s  Gate  bowed  down  and  paid hom age  to Ha man, be cause  the 
 king  had com mand ed  this  to  be  done  for  him.  But Mor de cai  would  not 
 bow  down  or  pay hom age. 3  The mem bers  of  the roy al  staf  at  the  King’s 
 Gate  asked Mor de cai, “ Why  are  you dis obey ing  the  king’s com mand? ” 
4  When  they  had  warned  him  day af ter  day  and  he  still  would  not lis ten 
 to  them,  they  told Ha man  in or der  to  see  if Mor de cai’s ac tions  would  be 
tol er at ed,  since  he  had  told  them  he  was  a  Jew.

a 2:21 Lit and they sought to stretch out a hand against
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5  When Ha man  saw  that Mor de cai  was  not bow ing  down  or pay ing 
 him hom age,  he  was  flled  with  rage. 6  And  when  he  learned  of Mor de-
cai’s ethnic identity,  it  seemed repugnant  to Ha man  to  do  away  with a 
Mor de cai  alone.  He  planned  to de stroy  all  of Mor de cai’s peo ple,  the 
 Jews, through out Ahas u e rus’s king dom.

7  In  the  frst  month,  the  month  of Ni san,  in  King Ahas u e rus’s  twelfth 
 year,  the  pur  —   that  is,  the  lot  —   was  cast be fore Ha man  for  each 
 day  in  each  month,  and  it  fell  on  the  twelfth  month,  the  month  Adar. 
8  Then Ha man in formed  King Ahas u e rus, “ There  is  one ethnic  group, 
scat tered through out  the peo ples  in ev ery prov ince  of  your king dom, 
keep ing them selves sep a rate.  Their  laws  are dif er ent  from ev ery one 
 else’s  and  they  do  not  obey  the  king’s  laws.  It  is  not  in  the  king’s  best in-
ter est  to tol er ate  them. 9  If  the  king ap proves,  let  an or der  be  drawn  up 
au tho riz ing  their de struc tion,  and  I  will  pay  375  tons  of sil ver  to b  the of-
f cials  for de pos it  in  the roy al trea sury.”

10  The  king re moved  his sig net  ring  from  his  hand  and  gave  it  to Ha-
man  son  of Ham me da tha  the Ag ag ite,  the en e my  of  the  Jews. 11  Then 
 the  king  told Ha man, “ The mon ey  and peo ple  are giv en  to  you  to  do 
 with  as  you  see  ft.”

12  The roy al  scribes  were sum moned  on  the thir teenth  day  of  the 
 frst  month,  and  the or der  was writ ten ex act ly  as Ha man com mand ed. 
 It  was in tend ed  for  the roy al sa traps,  the gov er nors  of  each  of  the prov-
inces,  and  the of i cials  of  each ethnic  group  and writ ten  for  each prov-
ince  in  its  own  script  and  to  each ethnic  group  in  its  own lan guage.  It 
 was writ ten  in  the  name  of  King Ahas u e rus  and  sealed  with  the roy al 
sig net  ring. 13 Let ters  were  sent  by cou ri ers  to  each  of  the roy al prov-
inces tell ing  the of i cials  to de stroy,  kill,  and an ni hi late  all  the Jew ish 
peo ple  —   young  and  old, wom en  and chil dren  —   and plun der  their 
pos ses sions  on  a sin gle  day,  the thir teenth  day  of  Adar,  the  twelfth 
 month. c

14  A  copy  of  the  text, is sued  as  law through out ev ery prov ince,  was 
dis trib ut ed  to  all  the peo ples  so  that  they  might  get  ready  for  that  day. 
15  The cou ri ers  left,  spurred  on  by roy al com mand,  and  the  law  was is-
sued  in  the for tress  of  Susa.  The  king  and Ha man  sat  down  to  drink, 
 while  the  city  of  Susa  was  in con fu sion.

Mordecai Appeals to Esther

4  When Mor de cai  learned  all  that  had oc curred,  he  tore  his 
 clothes,  put  on sack cloth  and ash es,  went  into  the mid dle  of  the 

 city,  and  cried loud ly  and bit ter ly. 2  He  went  only  as  far  as  the  King’s 
 Gate,  since  the  law prohibited any one wear ing sack cloth  from en-
ter ing  the  King’s  Gate. 3  There  was  great mourn ing  among  the Jew-
ish peo ple  in ev ery prov ince  where  the  king’s com mand  and  edict 
 reached.  They fast ed,  wept,  and la ment ed,  and  many  lay  in sack cloth 
 and ash es.

4 Es ther’s fe male ser vants  and  her eu nuchs  came  and re port ed  the 
 news  to  her,  and  the  queen  was over come  with  fear.  She  sent  clothes 
 for Mor de cai  to  wear  so  that  he  would  take  of  his sack cloth,  but  he 
 did  not ac cept  them. 5 Es ther sum moned Ha thach,  one  of  the  king’s 
eu nuchs  who at tend ed  her,  and dis patched  him  to Mor de cai  to  learn 
 what  he  was do ing  and  why. d 6  So Ha thach  went  out  to Mor de cai  in  the 
 city  square  in  front  of  the  King’s  Gate. 7 Mor de cai  told  him ev ery thing 

a 3:6 Lit to stretch out a hand against   b 3:9 Lit will weigh 10,000 silver talents on 
the hands of   c 3:13 LXX adds the text of Ahasuerus’s letter here�   d 4:5 Lit what is 
this and why is this
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 that  had hap pened  as  well  as  the ex act  amount  of mon ey Ha man  had 
prom ised  to  pay  the roy al trea sury  for  the slaugh ter  of  the  Jews.

8 Mor de cai  also  gave  him  a  copy  of  the writ ten de cree is sued  in  Susa 
ordering  their de struc tion,  so  that Ha thach  might  show  it  to Es ther, ex-
plain  it  to  her,  and com mand  her  to ap proach  the  king, im plore  his fa-
vor,  and  plead  with  him per son al ly  for  her peo ple. 9 Ha thach  came  and 
re peat ed Mor de cai’s re sponse  to Es ther.

10 Es ther  spoke  to Ha thach  and com mand ed  him  to  tell Mor de cai, 
11 “ All  the roy al of i cials  and  the peo ple  of  the roy al prov inces  know 
 that  one  law ap plies  to ev ery  man  or wom an  who ap proach es  the  king 
 in  the in ner court yard  and  who  has  not  been sum moned  —   the  death 
pen al ty  —   un less  the  king ex tends  the  gold scep ter, al low ing  that per-
son  to  live.  I  have  not  been sum moned  to ap pear be fore  the  king  for  the 
 last a thir ty  days.” 12 Es ther’s re sponse  was re port ed  to Mor de cai.

13 Mor de cai  told  the mes sen ger  to re ply  to Es ther, “ Don’t  think  that 
 you  will es cape  the  fate  of  all  the  Jews be cause  you  are  in  the  king’s pal-
ace. 14  If  you  keep si lent  at  this  time, re lief  and de liv er ance  will  come  to 
 the Jew ish peo ple  from an oth er  place,  but  you  and  your fa ther’s fam i-
ly  will  be de stroyed.  Who  knows, per haps  you  have  come  to  your roy al 
po si tion  for  such  a  time  as  this.”

15 Es ther  sent  this re ply  to Mor de cai: 16 “ Go  and as sem ble  all  the  Jews 
 who  can  be  found  in  Susa  and  fast  for  me.  Don’t  eat  or  drink  for  three 
 days,  night  or  day.  I  and  my fe male ser vants  will  also  fast  in  the  same 
 way. Af ter  that,  I  will  go  to  the  king  even  if  it  is  against  the  law.  If  I per-
ish,  I per ish.” 17  So Mor de cai  went  and  did ev ery thing Es ther  had com-
mand ed  him.

Esther Approaches the King

5  On  the  third  day, Es ther  dressed  in  her roy al cloth ing  and  stood  in 
 the in ner court yard  of  the pal ace fac ing  it.  The  king  was sit ting  on 

 his roy al  throne  in  the roy al courtroom, b fac ing  its en trance. 2  As  soon 
 as  the  king  saw  Queen Es ther stand ing  in  the court yard,  she  gained fa-
vor  with  him.  The  king ex tend ed  the  gold scep ter  in  his  hand to ward 
Es ther,  and  she ap proached  and  touched  the  tip  of  the scep ter.

3 “ What  is  it,  Queen Es ther? ”  the  king  asked  her. “What ev er  you 
 want,  even  to  half  the king dom,  will  be giv en  to  you.”

4 “ If  it pleas es  the  king,” Es ther re plied, “ may  the  king  and Ha man 
 come to day  to  the ban quet  I  have pre pared  for  them.”

5  The  king  said, “Hur ry,  and  get Ha man  so  we  can  do  as Es ther  has re-
quest ed.”  So  the  king  and Ha man  went  to  the ban quet Es ther  had pre-
pared.

6  While drink ing  the c  wine,  the  king  asked Es ther, “What ev er  you 
 ask  will  be giv en  to  you. What ev er  you  want,  even  to  half  the king dom, 
 will  be  done.”

7 Es ther an swered, “ This  is  my pe ti tion  and  my re quest: 8  If  I  have 
 found fa vor  in  the  eyes  of  the  king,  and  if  it pleas es  the  king  to  grant 
 my pe ti tion  and per form  my re quest,  may  the  king  and Ha man  come 
 to  the ban quet  I  will pre pare  for  them. To mor row  I  will  do  what  the 
 king  has  asked.”

9  That  day Ha man  left  full  of  joy  and  in  good spir its. d  But  when Ha-
man  saw Mor de cai  at  the  King’s  Gate,  and Mor de cai  didn’t  rise  or 
trem ble  in  fear  at  his pres ence, Ha man  was  flled  with  rage to ward 
Mor de cai. 10  Yet Ha man con trolled him self  and  went  home.  He  sent  for 

a 4:11 Lit king these   b 5:1 Lit house   c 5:6 Lit During the banquet of    
d 5:9 Lit left rejoicing and good of heart
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 his  friends  and  his  wife Ze resh  to  join  him. 11  Then Ha man de scribed  for 
 them  his glo ri ous  wealth  and  his  many  sons.  He  told  them  all  how  the 
 king  had hon ored  him  and pro mot ed  him  in  rank  over  the oth er of i-
cials  and  the roy al  staf. 12 “ What’s  more,” Ha man add ed, “ Queen Es ther 
in vit ed  no  one  but  me  to  join  the  king  at  the ban quet  she  had pre pared. 
 I  am in vit ed  again to mor row  to  join  her  with  the  king. 13  Still,  none  of 
 this sat is fes  me  since  I  see Mor de cai  the  Jew sit ting  at  the  King’s  Gate 
 all  the  time.”

14  His  wife Ze resh  and  all  his  friends  told  him, “ Have  them  build  a 
gal lows seventy-fve  feet a  tall.  Ask  the  king  in  the morn ing  to  hang 
Mor de cai  on  it.  Then  go  to  the ban quet  with  the  king  and en joy your-
self.”  The ad vice  pleased Ha man,  so  he  had  the gal lows con struct ed.

Mordecai Honored by the King

6  That  night  sleep es caped  the  king,  so  he or dered  the  book record-
ing dai ly  events  to  be  brought  and  read  to  the  king. 2  They  found 

 the writ ten re port  of  how Mor de cai  had in formed  on Big tha na  and Te-
resh,  two  of  the  king’s eu nuchs  who guard ed  the en trance,  when  they 
 planned  to as sas si nate  King Ahas u e rus. 3  The  king in quired, “ What 
hon or  and spe cial rec og ni tion  have  been giv en  to Mor de cai  for  this 
 act? ”

 The  king’s per son al at ten dants re plied, “Noth ing  has  been  done  for 
 him.”

4  The  king  asked, “ Who  is  in  the  court? ”  Now Ha man  was  just en ter-
ing  the out er  court  of  the pal ace  to  ask  the  king  to  hang Mor de cai  on 
 the gal lows  he  had pre pared  for  him.

5  The  king’s at ten dants an swered  him, “Ha man  is  there, stand ing  in 
 the  court.”

“ Have  him en ter,”  the  king or dered. 6 Ha man en tered,  and  the  king 
 asked  him, “ What  should  be  done  for  the  man  the  king  wants  to hon-
or? ”

Ha man  thought  to him self, “ Who  is  it  the  king  would  want  to hon-
or  more  than  me? ” 7 Ha man  told  the  king, “ For  the  man  the  king  wants 
 to hon or: 8  Have  them  bring  a roy al gar ment  that  the  king him self  has 
 worn  and  a  horse  the  king him self  has rid den,  which  has  a roy al  crown 
 on  its  head. 9  Put  the gar ment  and  the  horse un der  the  charge  of  one 
 of  the  king’s  most no ble of i cials.  Have  them  clothe  the  man  the  king 
 wants  to hon or, pa rade  him  on  the  horse  through  the  city  square,  and 
 call  out be fore  him, ‘ This  is  what  is  done  for  the  man  the  king  wants  to 
hon or.’ ”

10  The  king  told Ha man, “Hur ry,  and  do  just  as  you pro posed.  Take  a 
gar ment  and  a  horse  for Mor de cai  the  Jew,  who  is sit ting  at  the  King’s 
 Gate.  Do  not  leave  out any thing  you  have sug gest ed.”

11  So Ha man  took  the gar ment  and  the  horse.  He  clothed Mor de cai 
 and paraded  him  through  the  city  square, call ing  out be fore  him, “ This 
 is  what  is  done  for  the  man  the  king  wants  to hon or.”

12  Then Mor de cai re turned  to  the  King’s  Gate,  but Ha man hur ried 
 of  for  home, mourn ful  and  with  his  head cov ered. 13 Ha man  told  his 
 wife Ze resh  and  all  his  friends ev ery thing  that  had hap pened.  His ad-
vis ers  and  his  wife Ze resh  said  to  him, “ Since Mor de cai  is Jew ish,  and 
 you  have be gun  to  fall be fore  him,  you  won’t over come  him, be cause 
 your down fall  is cer tain.” 14  While  they  were  still speak ing  with  him, 
 the  king’s eu nuchs ar rived  and  rushed Ha man  to  the ban quet Es ther 
 had pre pared.

a 5:14 Lit 50 cubits
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When God Seems 
Distant

Priscilla Shirer

Through all of these events of Esther, Yahweh seems oddly disengaged� 
In fact, His name is not even mentioned in the entire book� And yet to 
the one who has spiritual vision, His fingerprints and providential guid-
ance are all over it, from the first chapter till the last� One particular 
portion of this story in Esther 6 illustrates this reality the best� 

Look at the thread of “coincidental” happenings woven into the narra-
tive� To the spiritually insensitive eye, all these details are merely fortu-
itous events� Products of sheer luck� There’s no trace of God, His hand, 
or even His interest in the devastation about to befall Mordecai and the 
entire Jewish people group� And yet,

the king can’t sleep.

He looks for something to read.

He comes across a record of Mordecai’s past service to him.

Haman shows up, seeking permission to put Mordecai to death.

The king, not knowing this—in fact, seeking counsel on how to honor 
Mordecai—poses a question that Haman is easily able to misunder-
stand�

And, in answering it mistakenly, Haman sets a ball rolling that leads 
to his own demise, the elevation of Mordecai, and the salvation of the 
Jews� 

This kind of stuff “just happens”?

Yes—when God is involved in it—just as He’s involved with your own story 
now, right here in the midst of your hurts, fears, and disappointments� 
Whether or not you perceive Him at work depends largely on whether 
you’re postured to “look, observe, be astonished, and wonder”—whether 
you are expectantly hopeful and eager for Him, believing He’s at work 
even when He seems distant�

Yes, ask Him your questions� How long, Lord? Why, Lord? But then im-
mediately ask Him for vision to recognize where His providential hand 
is already at work� Your personal problem (though important, simply 
because it’s yours) is but a small sliver in the grand scope of all God is 
doing� Broaden your vantage point and prepare to be amazed�
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Haman Is Executed

7  The  king  and Ha man  came  to  feast a  with Es ther  the  queen. 2  Once 
 again,  on  the sec ond  day  while drink ing  wine,  the  king  asked Es-

ther, “ Queen Es ther, what ev er  you  ask  will  be giv en  to  you. What ev er 
 you  seek,  even  to  half  the king dom,  will  be  done.”

3  Queen Es ther an swered, “ If  I  have  found fa vor  with  you,  Your Maj-
es ty,  and  if  the  king  is  pleased,  spare  my  life;  this  is  my re quest.  And 
 spare  my peo ple;  this  is  my de sire. 4  For  my peo ple  and  I  have  been  sold 
 to de struc tion,  death,  and an ni hi la tion.  If  we  had mere ly  been  sold  as 
 male  and fe male  slaves,  I  would  have  kept si lent. In deed,  the trou ble 
 wouldn’t  be  worth bur den ing  the  king.”

5  King Ahas u e rus  spoke  up  and  asked  Queen Es ther, “ Who  is  this, 
 and  where  is  the  one  who  would de vise  such  a  scheme? ” b

6 Es ther an swered, “ The ad ver sary  and en e my  is  this  evil Ha man.”
Ha man  stood ter ri fed be fore  the  king  and  queen. 7  The  king  arose 

 in an ger  and  went  from  where  they  were drink ing  wine  to  the pal ace 
gar den. c Ha man re mained  to  beg  Queen Es ther  for  his  life be cause  he 
re al ized  the  king  was plan ning some thing ter ri ble  for  him. 8  Just  as  the 
 king re turned  from  the pal ace gar den  to  the ban quet  hall, d Ha man  was 
fall ing  on  the  couch  where Es ther  was re clin ing.  The  king ex claimed, 
“ Would  he ac tu al ly vi o late  the  queen  while  I  am  in  the  house? ”  As  soon 
 as  the state ment  left  the  king’s  mouth,  they cov ered Ha man’s  face.

9 Har bo na,  one  of  the  king’s eu nuchs,  said, “ There  is  a gal lows seven-
ty-fve  feet e  tall  at Ha man’s  house  that  he  made  for Mor de cai,  who  gave 
 the re port  that  saved f  the  king.”

 The  king  said, “ Hang  him  on  it.”
10  They  hanged Ha man  on  the gal lows  he  had pre pared  for Mor de-

cai.  Then  the  king’s an ger sub sid ed.

Esther Intervenes for the Jews

8  That  same  day  King Ahas u e rus awarded  Queen Es ther  the es tate  of 
Ha man,  the en e my  of  the  Jews. Mor de cai en tered  the  king’s pres-

ence be cause Es ther  had re vealed  her re la tion ship  to Mor de cai. 2  The 
 king re moved  his sig net  ring  he  had re cov ered  from Ha man  and  gave  it 
 to Mor de cai,  and Es ther  put  him  in  charge  of Ha man’s es tate.

3  Then Es ther ad dressed  the  king  again.  She  fell  at  his  feet,  wept,  and 
 begged  him  to re voke  the  evil  of Ha man  the Ag ag ite  and  his  plot  he  had 
de vised  against  the  Jews. 4  The  king ex tend ed  the  gold scep ter to ward 
Es ther,  so  she  got  up  and  stood be fore  the  king.

5  She  said, “ If  it pleas es  the  king  and  I  have  found fa vor  with  him,  if 
 the mat ter  seems  right  to  the  king  and  I  am pleas ing  in  his  eyes,  let  a 
roy al  edict  be writ ten.  Let  it re voke  the doc u ments  the schem ing Ha-
man  son  of Ham me da tha  the Ag ag ite  wrote  to de stroy  the  Jews  who 
 are  in  all  the  king’s prov inces. 6  For  how  could  I  bear  to  see  the di sas ter 
 that  would  come  on  my peo ple?  How  could  I  bear  to  see  the de struc tion 
 of  my rel a tives? ”

7  King Ahas u e rus  said  to Es ther  the  queen  and  to Mor de cai  the  Jew, 
“ Look,  I  have giv en Ha man’s es tate  to Es ther,  and  he  was  hanged  on 
 the gal lows be cause  he at tacked g  the  Jews. 8  Write  in  the  king’s  name 
what ev er pleas es  you con cern ing  the  Jews,  and  seal  it  with  the roy al 
sig net  ring.  A doc u ment writ ten  in  the  king’s  name  and  sealed  with  the 
roy al sig net  ring can not  be re voked.”

a 7:1 Lit drink   b 7:5 Lit who would fill his heart to do this   c 7:7 Lit the garden  
of the house, also in v� 8   d 7:8 Or the house of wine   e 7:9 Lit 50 cubits    
f 7:9 Lit who spoke good for   g 8:7 Lit stretched out his hand against
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9  On  the twenty-third  day  of  the  third  month   —   that  is,  the  month 
Si van  —   the roy al  scribes  were sum moned. Ev ery thing  was writ ten ex-
act ly  as Mor de cai com mand ed  for  the  Jews,  to  the sa traps,  the gov er-
nors,  and  the of i cials  of  the  127 prov inces  from In dia  to  Cush.  The  edict 
 was writ ten  for  each prov ince  in  its  own  script,  for  each ethnic  group 
 in  its  own lan guage,  and  to  the  Jews  in  their  own  script  and lan guage.

10 Mor de cai  wrote  in  King Ahas u e rus’s  name  and  sealed  the  edicts 
 with  the roy al sig net  ring.  He  sent  the doc u ments  by mount ed cou ri ers, 
 who  rode  fast hors es  bred  in  the roy al stables.

11  The  king’s  edict  gave  the  Jews  in  each  and ev ery  city  the  right  to 
as sem ble  and de fend them selves,  to de stroy,  kill,  and an ni hi late ev ery 
ethnic  and pro vin cial  army hos tile  to  them, in clud ing wom en  and chil-
dren,  and  to  take  their pos ses sions  as  spoils  of  war. 12  This  would  take 
 place  on  a sin gle  day through out  all  the prov inces  of  King Ahas u e rus, 
 on  the thir teenth  day  of  the  twelfth  month,  the  month  Adar.

13  A  copy  of  the  text, is sued  as  law through out ev ery prov ince,  was 
dis trib ut ed  to  all  the peo ples  so  the  Jews  could  be  ready  to  avenge 
them selves  against  their en e mies  on  that  day. 14  The cou ri ers  rode  out 
 in  haste  on  their roy al hors es  at  the  king’s ur gent com mand.  The  law 
 was  also is sued  in  the for tress  of  Susa.

15 Mor de cai  went  from  the  king’s pres ence  clothed  in roy al  blue 
 and  white,  with  a  great  gold  crown  and  a pur ple  robe  of  fne lin en. 
 The  city  of  Susa shout ed  and re joiced, 16  and  the  Jews cel e brat ed a  with 
glad ness,  joy,  and hon or. 17  In ev ery prov ince  and ev ery  city  where  the 
 king’s com mand  and  edict  reached, glad ness  and  joy  took  place  among 
 the  Jews.  There  was  a cel e bra tion  and  a hol i day. b  And  many  of  the eth-
nic  groups  of  the  land pro fessed them selves  to  be  Jews be cause  fear  of 
 the  Jews  had over come  them.

Victories of the Jews

9  The  king’s com mand  and  law  went  into ef ect  on  the thir teenth  day 
 of  the  twelfth  month,  the  month  Adar.  On  the  day  when  the  Jews’ 

en e mies  had  hoped  to over pow er  them,  just  the op po site hap pened. 
 The  Jews over pow ered  those  who hat ed  them. 2  In  each  of  King Ahas u-
e rus’s prov inces  the  Jews as sem bled  in  their cit ies  to at tack  those  who 
in tend ed  to  harm  them. c  Not  a sin gle per son  could with stand  them; 
 fear  of  them  fell  on ev ery na tion al i ty.

3  All  the of i cials  of  the prov inces,  the sa traps,  the gov er nors,  and 
 the roy al civil ad min is tra tors d aided  the  Jews be cause  they  feared 
Mor de cai. 4  For Mor de cai ex er cised  great pow er  in  the pal ace,  and  his 
 fame  spread through out  the prov inces  as  he be came  more  and  more 
pow er ful.

5  The  Jews  put  all  their en e mies  to  the  sword, kill ing  and de stroy-
ing  them.  They  did  what  they  pleased  to  those  who hat ed  them. 6  In  the 
for tress  of  Susa  the  Jews  killed  and de stroyed  fve hun dred  men, 7 in-
clud ing Par shan da tha, Dal phon, As pa tha, 8 Po ra tha, Ada lia, Arid a tha, 
9 Par mash ta, Aris ai, Arid ai,  and Vai za tha. 10  They  killed  these  ten  sons 
 of Ha man  son  of Ham me da tha,  the en e my  of  the  Jews. How ev er,  they 
 did  not  seize e  any plun der.

11  On  that  day  the num ber  of peo ple  killed  in  the for tress  of  Susa  was 
re port ed  to  the  king. 12  The  king  said  to  Queen Es ther, “ In  the for tress  of 
 Susa  the  Jews  have  killed  and de stroyed  fve hun dred  men, in clud ing 

a 8:16 Lit had light   b 8:17 Lit good day   c 9:2 Lit cities to send out a hand against 
the seekers of their evil   d 9:3 Lit and those who do the king’s work ; Est 3:9    

e 9:10 Lit not put their hands on, also in vv� 15,16
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Ha man’s  ten  sons.  What  have  they  done  in  the  rest  of  the roy al prov-
inces? What ev er  you  ask  will  be giv en  to  you. What ev er  you  seek  will 
 also  be  done.”

13 Es ther an swered, “ If  it pleas es  the  king,  may  the  Jews  who  are  in 
 Susa  also  have to mor row  to car ry  out to day’s  law,  and  may  the bod ies 
 of Ha man’s  ten  sons  be  hung  on  the gal lows.” 14  The  king  gave  the or-
ders  for  this  to  be  done,  so  a  law  was an nounced  in  Susa,  and  they  hung 
 the bod ies  of Ha man’s  ten  sons. 15  The  Jews  in  Susa as sem bled  again  on 
 the four teenth  day  of  the  month  of  Adar  and  killed  three hun dred  men 
 in  Susa,  but  they  did  not  seize  any plun der.

16  The  rest  of  the  Jews  in  the roy al prov inces as sem bled, de fend ed 
them selves,  and  gained re lief  from  their en e mies.  They  killed seven-
ty-fve thou sand a  of  those  who hat ed  them,  but  they  did  not  seize  any 
plun der. 17  They  fought  on  the thir teenth  day  of  the  month  of  Adar  and 
rest ed  on  the four teenth,  and  it be came  a  day  of feast ing  and re joic ing.
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18  But  the  Jews  in  Susa  had as sem bled  on  the thir teenth  and  the 
four teenth  days  of  the  month.  They rest ed  on  the ff teenth  day  of  the 
 month,  and  it be came  a  day  of feast ing  and re joic ing. 19  This ex plains 
 why  the ru ral  Jews  who  live  in vil lages ob serve  the four teenth  day  of 
 the  month  of  Adar  as  a  time  of re joic ing  and feast ing.  It  is  a hol i day 
 when  they  send  gifts  to  one an oth er.

20 Mor de cai re cord ed  these  events  and  sent let ters  to  all  the  Jews 
 in  all  of  King Ahas u e rus’s prov inces,  both  near  and  far. 21  He or dered 
 them  to cel e brate  the four teenth  and ff teenth  days  of  the  month  of 
 Adar ev ery  year 22 be cause dur ing  those  days  the  Jews  gained re-
lief  from  their en e mies.  That  was  the  month  when  their sor row  was 
 turned  into re joic ing  and  their mourn ing  into  a hol i day.  They  were  to 
 be  days  of feast ing, re joic ing,  and  of send ing  gifts  to  one an oth er  and 
 to  the  poor.

23  So  the  Jews  agreed  to con tin ue  the prac tice  they  had be gun,  as 
Mor de cai  had writ ten  them  to  do. 24  For Ha man  son  of Ham me da tha 
 the Ag ag ite,  the en e my  of  all  the  Jews,  had plot ted  against  the  Jews  to 
de stroy  them.  He  cast  the  pur  —   that  is,  the  lot  —   to  crush  and de stroy 
 them. 25  But  when  the mat ter  was  brought be fore  the  king,  he com-
mand ed  by let ter  that  the  evil  plan Ha man  had de vised  against  the  Jews 
re turn  on  his  own  head  and  that  he  should  be  hanged  with  his  sons  on 
 the gal lows. 26  For  this rea son  these  days  are  called Pu rim,  from  the 
 word  pur. Be cause  of  all  the in struc tions  in  this let ter  as  well  as  what 
 they  had wit nessed  and  what  had hap pened  to  them, 27  the  Jews  bound 
them selves,  their de scen dants,  and  all  who  joined  with  them  to  a com-
mitment  that  they  would  not  fail  to cel e brate  these  two  days  each  and 
ev ery  year ac cord ing  to  the writ ten in struc tions  and ac cord ing  to  the 
 time ap point ed. 28  These  days  are re mem bered  and cel e brat ed  by ev-
ery gen er a tion, fam i ly, prov ince,  and  city,  so  that  these  days  of Pu rim 
 will  not  lose  their signifcance  in Jew ish  life a  and  their mem o ry  will 
 not  fade  from  their de scen dants.

29  Queen Es ther, daugh ter  of Ab i hail,  along  with Mor de cai  the  Jew, 
 wrote  this sec ond let ter  with  full au thor i ty  to con frm  the let ter  about 
Pu rim. 30  He  sent let ters  with assurances  of  peace  and se cu ri ty b  to  all 
 the  Jews  who  were  in  the  127 prov inces  of  the king dom  of Ahas u e rus, 
31  in or der  to con frm  these  days  of Pu rim  at  their prop er  time  just  as 
Mor de cai  the  Jew  and Es ther  the  queen  had es tab lished  them  and  just 
 as  they  had com mit ted them selves  and  their de scen dants  to  the prac-
tic es  of fast ing  and lam en ta tion. 32  So Es ther’s com mand con frmed 
 these cus toms  of Pu rim,  which  were  then writ ten  into  the rec ord.

Mordecai’s Fame

10  King Ahas u e rus im posed  a  tax through out  the  land  even  to  the 
far thest  shores. c 2  All  of  his pow er ful  and mag nif  cent ac com-

plish ments  and  the de tailed ac count  of Mor de cai’s  great  rank  with 
 which  the  king  had hon ored  him,  have  they  not  been writ ten  in  the  Book 
 of  the His tor i cal  Events  of  the  Kings  of Me dia  and Per sia? 3 Mor de cai  the 
 Jew  was sec ond  only  to  King Ahas u e rus.  He  was fa mous  among  the  Jews 
 and high ly es teemed  by  many  of  his rel a tives.  He con tin ued  to pur sue 
pros per i ty  for  his peo ple  and  to  speak  for  the well-being  of  all  his de-
scen dants.

a 9:28 LXX reads will be celebrated into all times   b 9:30 Or of peace and 
faithfulness   c 10:1 Or imposed forced labor on the land and the coasts of the sea
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